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Natural History of the Large Pinna. 
No. 1. 
PINNA. INGENS., 


Bdge species is the largest British shell. In its structure 
and appearance it approaches near the muscle tribe, but 
is cousiderably more compressed, wider in proportion to its 
length, and more pointed at the beak. From its local situations 
it is not well known, and few, perhaps, conceive we have shells 
as large as this found on our shores. A specimen now in my 
possession, which was taken with several others in a bed of 
sandy mud, near Salcombe, in Devonshire, measures fourtcen 
inches long and six inches wide at the broadest part. This 
shell, when recently taken in a living state, is of a-pale horn 
colour, semi-transparent at the wider end, and beautitully 
tinged with green and purple shades at the beak. lis position 
iu its native bed i is erect ; about an inch only of the end of the 
shell is visible above the sand. In this instance, nature, who 
so carefully provides for the safety of her creatures, has so 
well adapted the colour of this great shell to its surrounding 
materials, that it may frequently be trod on before it is disco. 
vered, On removing the sand in which it is imbeded, it is 
found firmly affixed, near the beak, by a number of filaments 
or threads (issuing from a strong musculous substance in the 
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body of the animal through the side aperture of the shell) to 
the surrounding matter, and it requires considerable exertion 
to remove it, most commonly leaving its beard behind. On 
cleaning and examining the composition of these threads, they 
bear a strong resemblance to unwrought silk, but rather coarser, 
and of a deep brown colour. This beard is sometimes nine 
inches in length, and, when twisted together, is as large as the 
stem of a tobacco pipe. “Tis said (Spectacle de la Nature, 
vol. I, p. 140) “ The inhabitants of Sicily (where those shells 
are found in abundance, and of a size vastly superior to our’s) 
manufacture those threads, and make stuffs of incomparable 
beauty of them.” From observation I am convinced, could a 
sufficient quantity of the materials be procured, it would not 
be a very difficult task to make various articles from it, resem- 
bling silk, A stocking made from it may be seen in the Bri- 
tish Museum. As far as I can discover it does not appear this 
animal possesses the power of removing its habitation from any 
dangers which may surround it, and where first fixed it remains 
as long as it exists, but as those shells are only to be obtained 
at very low water, and then at the verge of the leke, it is not 
much exposed to the devouring appetites of gulls and other 
subaquatic birds, who would find a delicious repast from it. 
We have found this shell of not more than two inches leng, to 
almost all intermediate sizes of this before mentioned. It is 
known to the fishermen by the name of French scallop, and 
the fish is said to Le equally good as the common scallop. 
(Pecten Maximus). Few persons however like to make use of 
it. 
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An Inscription on the Monunent to the Memory of the 
late Hon. John Hyde, at Calcutta. 
TO THE PRINTER, 
Sir, 

AY Very elegant monument, of pyramidical form, executed 
Z by Mr. Myers, has been erected (by order of the execu- 
tors) to the meinory of the late Hov. Jonn Hyde, at the new 
burying ground, Calcutta.—The following inscription well de- 
serves a place in your lasting pages: it was written by Mr. 
Thomas Scott, ane of the masters in chancery at Bengal, and 
was some time since placed on a large tablet at the base of the 
pyramid. 

Mr. ilyde was appointed a judge of the supreme court at 
the saine time with the late Sir Elijah Impey, and the late Sir 
Robert Chambers, knt. in 1774. On the retirement of Sir 
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Elijah, the late celebrated Sir William Jones succeeded, whose 
works have been collected and published by John Shore, Lord 
Teignmouth: at Sir William Jones's death, the late Sir Wil- 
liam Dunkin was, through the interest of Lord Melville, (then 
Mr. Dundas) promoted to the bench. Mr. Hyde was de 
scended from the same family with that illustrious statesman, 
Edward Hyde, earl of Clarendon, chancellor of the exchequer 
to Charles [. and lord high chancellor in the reign of Charles 
If. whose second son was made earl of Rochester, and lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland, and whose daughter, Anne, was queen 
consort of England, being wife to King James II. He married, 
in September, 1773, the Hon. Mary Seymour, daughter of 
Lord Francis Seymour, brother of the late, and uncle of the 
present, duke of Somerset. [t is usual to create every judge 
of the supreme court of Bengal, a knight; but Mr. Hyde de- 
clined being made one. 


Sacred to the memory 
of the Honourable JOHN HYDE, 
who was appointed 
one of the puisué judges 
on the establishment of the 
supreme court at Calcutta, 
in the year 1774; 
and died, 
after faithfully discharging the duties 
of that high and important station 
for a period of above twenty-one years, 
aged 59, 
on the Sth of July, 1796. 
He was an affectionate husband, 
a fond parent, 
a firm und zealous friend ; 
of unquestioned integrity as a judge, 
and a truly virtuous man. 
His loss was deeply 
and honourably regretted 
by that community, 
which had long respected his virtues : 
aud the public records of this 
government declare hiin to bave been 
a Magistrate, whose integrity 
in the discharge of his public functions 
was equalled only by the 
virtues of his private character. 
Social, yet dignified, 
he commanded at once 
the affections and reverence 
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of the wide extended circle, 
honoured by a participation of bis 
hospitalities. 
But his noblest eulogium will be found 
in the lasting regret 
of a long list of unfortunate persons, 
whose indigent condition 
by his advice, protection, and munificence, 
his life was one continued 
study to meliorate ; 
and who must ever regard him 
asadeparted model of unexampled 
yet cautiously concealed charity, 
the practical extent of which 
could alone be exceeded 
by the boundless benevolence 
and generosity of lis mind. 


Mr. Hyde presided in the court above mentioned with a dig- 
nity, weight, and impartiality never exceeded, and scarcely 
equalled, either by his predecessors or contemporaries. Dur- 
ing the last ten or twelve years of his life, the bar of Calcutta 
never was, nor perhaps ever will be, more adorned by splendid 
talents, both legal and classical. Amongst the barristers of the 
greatest abilities of that day we may enumerate Mr. Scott, ne- 
phew of the duke of Buccleugh, (author of the inscription); 
the late Mr. Stephen Cassan, who filled the office of high she- 
riff of Bengal, and son of M. Cassan, esq. M. P. of Queen’s 
County; Mr. James Dunkin, first cousin of the late Sir Wil- 
Jiam Dunkin, above mentioned ; Mr. Davis, afterwards advo- 
cate-general; Mr. Strettel, son of ‘T. Strettel, esq. of Cor! 
and who, [ understand, is still practising at Calcutta. 

The Hon. Mrs. Hyde married, secondly, the Rev. Mr. 
Payne, of Droxford, and is now living. 

Your’s, Xe. 


ASIATICUS, R. W. 





Memoir of the late Nathaniel Kent, Esq. 
6 lee gentleman died lately at Falham, aged 75. Of hin 


it may be teuly said, he passed a long and active life in 
the service of his country ; for his judicious and laudable pur- 
suits were directed to the benefit of the community at large, 
and more especially in support of agricultural interest, which 
he ever considered the grand pillar of the constitution. Mr. 
Kent possessed strong natural abilities, and by associating with 
men of general knowledge, and studying the book of nature 
rather 
















































rat 
of 
wh 
ne 


th 
tel 
th 
th 
cli 
co 
thi 
ag 
pe 
gt 


he 


ha 
cu 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 165 


rather than printed volumes, he had acquired a discrimination 
of judgement, which, united to that undeviating integrity 
which distinguishes honourable men, soon gave him pre-emi- 
nent rank in society. ; 
In the early part of his life, Mr. Kent served some time in 
the British navy, and afterwards accompanied Sir James Pul- 
teney in a diplomatic situation ta the Netherlands, and whiie 
there, employed all his leisure hours in noting the practices of 
the Flemish husbandry. With a disposition naturally more in- 
clined to cultivate the peaceful arts than to mix in broilsome 
courts; anxious to indulge an inherent, and almost tmsatiable 
thiyst to gain a wniversal kKnow!edze of that first of alb sciences, 
agriculture, on his return from ibe Netherlands, Mr..Kent su- 
perinteaded the farms of Sir John Cust and Lord Anson, and 
greatly improved their estates by adopting those useful practices 
he had before seen pursued with so much suceess.. The king, 
who was himself much attached to similar pursuits, and: who 
has always been desirous of knowing to how high a state of 
cultivation the’soil of Great Britain, by proper attention, might 
be raised, selected a large portion of his landed property at 
Windsor and Kew for that purpose, and Mr. Kent was chosen 
by his majesty as the most proper person throughout his domi- 
nions tc superintend the management of the farms. During 
the time Mr. Kent retained this distinguished situation, which 
amply proved the great respect and esteem his majesty enter- 
tained tor his. steward, an esteem which not only himself, but 
many branches of the royal family invariably shewed to the 
last hour that deprived of his exisience this truly valuable mem- 
ber of society. Elowever, it was not possible for Mr. Kent to 
devote his whole time to ove particular spot, for noblemen and 
other gentlemen of the largest lauded property, having seen 
the king’s farms, and having otherwise become acquainted with 
Mr. Kent’s great ability and integrity, were exceedingly solici- 
tous to have his opinion relative to the worth of their separat. 
estates, and Mr. Kent became one of the most eminent land 
valuers in the united empire. By incessant application he be- 
came acquainted with all the various soils and customs in the 
different counties in which he had been employed, and he 
elicited the most useful information. His was not like the 
theoretical knowledge of men who sit by their fire-sides, and 
inundate the press with fancied trials or with the result of badly 
practised husbandry. No, his information was derived from 
a strict attention to the growth of the different plants on the 
different soils, and by an examination of the sub-stratas, and 
so he formed his opinion of the value of the qualities of land, 
and to use his own words “ where oaks and elins were found 
with the cocks-foot grass and meadow fox-tail, the carth was 


rich in its produce, but where the bireh and jamiper, and mai- 


deu-hair grasses were prevalent, it was poor and sterile. 
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For the opinion entertained of Mr. Kent by the landed inte- 
rest suflice it to advert to the presentment to him, no longer 
ago than March, 1808, of a superb and massy silver vase, “ by 
the land occupiers in Norfolk, (to use the words of the inscrip- 
tion) as a token of their private esteem, obtained by that up- 
right and impartial conduct, which for so many years distin- 
guished his exemplary life, in the discharge of his professional 
duties of a land steward, valuer, and adviser.” 

But this great man’s talents were not solely estimated by 
agriculturists, for Mr. Pitt had the highest opinion of his judges 
ment, and in one particular instance, he was closeted for three 
days with the prime minister, that he miglit answer many ques- 
tions relative to imposing the income tax. Mr. Kent finding 
Mr. Pitt had formed opinions erroneous and prejudicial to the 
agricultural interest, relative to the pressure it could bear, con- 
vinced the chancellor of the exchequer of the oppressive bur- 
then that interest must endure by his proposed ratio, and Mr. 
Kent fortunately prevented a measure which would not only 
have been fatal in its effects on individuals, but ultimately de- 
trimental in the extreme to the welfare of the community. 

The greatest benefits result from the encouragement which 
such men give to stimulate industry and reward Jabour. The 
produce of the land is greatly increased, the toil of man and 
beast decreased, agricultural implements improved beyond de- 
scription, the most useful knowledge disseminated, and a bril- 
Jiant example shewn worthy the imitation of every good man. 
This is the conduct of a patriot; and, by all such characters, 
titles, pomp, and power, will ever be neglected for the more es- 
timable and more lasting treasures of general admiration and 
universal esteem. 





Mr. Meredith's Description of the Agoona Country, on 
the Gold Coast of Africa. 


EAR the sea the soil is, in many places, light and sandy, 
aud therefore unfavourable to the cultivation of most 
articles of tropical produce. And where it is of a different de- 
scription, many plants are feund not to thrive, in consequence, 
as is supposed, partly of the coldness and humidity of the sea 
breezes, or south-west winds, which meet with nothing on the 
shore to mitigate their severity ; and partly because the air is 
there impregnated with saline particles thrown up by a con- 
stant and generally violent surf. 

About two or three miles from the sea, the soil is found to 
be much more productive; and it gradually improves as it 
recedes, "till, at the distance of six or eight miles from the 
shore, it is so fertile as to be well adapted for the growth of 
alinost 
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almost every article of tropical culture. The climate at this 
distance is also improved,and so temperate as to favour the 
cultivation of European plants and seeds. The articles which 
succeed best near the sea, are rice, sugar-cane, and cotton. 

The only mineral production which has hitherto been dis- 
covered in this country, is gold; their method of procuring 
which the natives endeavour to conceal from Europeans. 
They are obviously very ignorant of the proper means of 
searching for mineral bodies, or of working them when dis- 
covered. 

The domestic animals are sheep, goats, hogs, dogs, cats, 
common fowls, &c. Those in a wild state are, tigers, leo- 
pards, hyenas, buffaloes, hogs, deer, hares, ant-bears, musk- 
cats, squirrels, snakes, monkeys, alligators, &c. Xc. 

There is but little timber in this country applicable to ship- 
building; but there are several kinds well adapted for house- 
building and cabinet ware, and other useful and ornamental 
purposes; though not in any great abundance. Besides these, 
its chief vegetable productions are, maize (of which there are 
two crops in the year), usillet, yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, 
plantaines, bananas, sugar-cane, rice, cotton and pulse of va- 
rious kinds, cabbages, ochra, eschallots, &c. besides oranges, 
pine-apples, and other tropical fruits. All these articles are 
more or less cultivated by the natives of Agoona. Their land, 
however, is for the most part capable of producing all other 
articles usually reared between the tropics. ‘Their present sy- 
stem of agriculture, indeed, is very rude and defective; but it 
might be greatly improved, by introducing among them horses 
and horned cattle,aud proper implements of husbandry, as 
well as useful seeds and plants; provided they had, at the same 
time, the benefit of the enlightened example and instruction 
of intelligent Europeans, who might be induced to engage in 
agricultural pursuits; and provided, also, their industry were 
excited and encouraged by suitable rewards. 

At present, all the land in the country forms a common stock, 
and no partof it can be appropriated by any individual, except 
during the time he actually cultivates it. There are extensive 
tracts of unoccupied land; not above a tenth part of the whole 
being in cultivation. Any native ef Agoona, who chooses to 
elear and cultivate any portion of this unoccupied land, be- 
comes the exclusive possessor of it for the time: but if he 
should afterwards allow it to lie waste, he ceases to have auy 
peculiar claim to it: it may be occupied by any other indivi- 

dual, Among the natives, no such thing is practised as the 
lease or sale of lands; except in the case of Europeans, who 
sometimes tor five or six pouuds may obtaia the appropriation 
of aconsiderable tract of land. Their title to lands so ob- 
tained is nut likely to be disturbed ; but, in the present state of 
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society, unless they had the means of protecting themselves, if 
necessary, by force, the produce which they might raise could 
not be considered as ahogether secure. ‘Lheir best means of 
protection would be to have a considerable number of hired 
cultivators in constant pay, who would serve the double pur- 
pose of cultivating the soil, and protecting the fruits of their 
Jabour from. pillage. Labourers may easily be had at the 
rate of from ten shillings to twelve shillings and sixpence per 
month. 

Agoona contains no navigable river; but it is tolerably sup- 
plied with fresh water, by means of rivulets which flow through 
it, and branch off in a variety of directions. 

The foregoing observations embrace but a small portion of 
what is called the Gold Coast; and alihough there is through. 
out the whole much similarity of soil and climate, yet im other 
respects there are material diflerences. The Anta country, for 
insiance, which lies between the rivers Ancobra and Succondee, 
is a rich, woody country, well watered, and well planted. ‘The 
timber here is fit for every purpose. It abounds in gold, and 
other metals, ina greater degree than the neighouring states. 
The cultivation of the soil is more attended to than in many 
parts of the coast; and ithas many very convenient creeks and 
harbours. 

The river Ancobra separates this state from the kingdom of 
Apollonia. Here the country is still better watered by lakes 
and rivers: it is more flat, and better adapted for the growth of 
rice, sugar-cane, and all those articles which require a moist 
soil. The great disadvantage uuder which Apollonia labours, 
is, that the surf along its coast is so violent that it is impossi- 
bie to land without danger. The form of its government is 
despotic; a circumstance which certainly prevents many of 
those irregularities and abuses which prevail in other districts. 

As we recede from the sea, however, and advance into the 
interior, the state of things appears to be much more favoura- 
ble, than it can be said tu be on any part of the coast. We 
witness a life.of mure industry and more happiness; and a 
great unprovement, not ouly in these important respects, but in 
soil, climate, and oiher matural advantages. ln short, the ca- 
pabilities of Africa can be appreciated butin a very inadequate 
degree, if we coufine our observations to the sea coast, and do 
not proceed inland. ‘The difference, indeed, is visible even a 
few miles from the shore; but it is still greater the farther we 
advance into the country. ‘There is no valuable article of tre- 
pical culture which mighi not be raised in this country ia great 
abundance ; while its population stands in need of our manu- 
factures, and is accustomed to their use. And when it is con- 
sidered what the hand of industry has done in the West Ludies, 
in the pestilential swamps of Guiana, for instance, what may 
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not fairly be expected from the rich hills and extensive plains of 
this country, blessed as it is with a luxuriant soil, and a compa- 
ratively healthy climate ‘ 





—~— —— 


On the Heart biazoned in the Armorial Bearings of the 
House of Douglas. 


N R. WALTER SCOTT, in his poem entitled “ the Lady 

of the Lake,” calls his heroine Ellen, “ the lady of the 
bleeding heart.” Ellen has this designation because she is re- 
presented as one of the house of Douglas, in whose armorial 
ilies a heart isemblazoned. The duke of Hamilton, whom 
we are to regard as the head of the Douglas family, bears, in 
two of the compartments of his escutcheon (the second and 
third quarters) “ a human heart, imperially crowned, proper ;” 
and the duke of Queensbury bears also, among other devices, 
“ a heart gules crowned with an imperial crown, and by way of 
crest he bears a heart between two wings, gules, crowned with 
an imperial crown, or.” Now here is nothing of a bleeding 
heart in all this; we have a heart crowned, and a heart 
with wings, but we have no vu/ned (as heralds would deuomi- 
nate it) no bleeding heart. We suppose Mr. Scott thought 
that there was something touching, in calling Ellen “ the Lady 
of the Bleeding Heart.” Mr. Scott, however, is an antiquary, 
as fond of blazonry as old Froissart himself, whose father by 
the way, was a painter of heraldry; but Mr. Scott does not 
quote his arms, and cognizances, with the accuracy of the 
French historian. 

We shall now give from Froissart the history of the heart 
borne to this day by the house of Douglas, in their arms; and 
we think that never was there a bearing worse achieved, or 
more absurdly assumed, Froissart informs us that when Ro- 
bert Bruce, king of Scotland, saw his end approaching, he 
“ called to him the gallant Lord James Douglas, and said to 
him, “ my dear friend, Lord James Douglas, you know that I 
bave had much to do, and have suffered many troubles, during 
the time I have lived, to support the rights of my crown: at 
the time that [ was most occupied, [ made a vow, the non-ac- 
complishinent of which gives me much uneasiness. I vowed, 
that, if L could finish my wars in such a manner, that 1 might 
have quiet to govern peaceably, | would go and make war 
against the enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and the adversa- 
ries of the Christian faith. To this point my heart has always 
leaned ; but our Lord was not willing, and gave me much to 
doin my life-time, and this last expedition has lasted so long, 
followed by this heavy sickness, that, since my body cannot ace 
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ccomplish what my heart wishes, [ will send my heart, in the 
stead of my body, to fulfil my vow. And, as | do no: know 
any one knight so gallant or enterprising, or beticr formed to 
‘complete my intentions than yourself, beg and intreat-ot yon, 
dear and special friend, as earnestly as 1 can, that you would 
liave the goodness to undertake this expedition for the love of 
me, and to acquit my soul to our ‘Lotd and Saviour; for I have 
that opinion of your nobleness and loyalty, that if you upder- 
‘take it, it cannot fail of success, and Lt sinill die more con- 
tented; but it must be ‘execated as follows. | will that, as 
svon as I shall be dead, you take'my ueart from my body, 
and have'it well embalméd: you will also take as much money 
from my treasury as will appear to you sufficient to perforii 
your journey, as well as for all those whom you may choose to 
take with you in your train; you will then deposit your charge 
at'the holy sepulchre of our Lord, where he was buried, sitce 
my body cannot go thither. You will not be sparing of ex- 
pence, and provide yourself with such company and such things 
as may be suitable to your tank, and where-ever you pass, you 
will lev'it be known, that you' bear the heart of King Robert of 
Scotland, which you are carrying beyond seas by his command, 
since his body cannot go thither.” And those present begah 
bewailing bitterly; and when the Lord James could speak, he 
said, “ gallant and noble king, L return you a hundred thou- 
sand thanks fur the high honour you dome, and for the valua- 
ble-and dear ‘treasnre with which you entrust me; 
and I will most willingly do all that you command me 
With the utmost loyalty in my power; never doubs it, how- 
ever I feel myself unworthy of sucha high distinction.” The 
king replied, “ gallant knight, ['thank you, you promise it me 
then?” “ certainly, Sir, most willingly,” answered the knight. 
He then gave his promise upon his knighthood. The king said, 
“ thanks be to God! for I shall now che in peace, since | know 
that the most valiant and accomplished knight of my king- 
dom will perform that for ute, which Lam unable to do tor my- 
self.” 

Soon afterwards the valiant Robert Bruce, king of Scotland, 
departed this life, on the 7th of November, 1327. His heart 
was embalmed, and his botly buried in che monastery of Dum- 
ferline. * ** * Early in the spring, the Lord James ‘Douglas, 
having made provision for his'éxpedition, embarked at the port 
of ‘Montrose, and sailed for Slavs in Flanders, in order to leara 
if any one were going beyond Sea to Jerusalem, that he miglit 
join company. © He remained there twelve days, and would nol 
set foot on shore, but staid the whole time on board, where he 
‘kept a magnificent table, with music of trumpets and drums, 
us if he had been the king of Scotland, His company con- 
sisted of One knight baunerct, and seven others of ‘the tnost 
valian* 
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valiant, knights of Scotland, without counting. the rest of his 
household. His plate was of gold and silver, consisting of 
pots, basins, porringers, cups, bottles, barrels, and other such 
things. He had likewise twenty-six young and gallant esquires 
of the bes: families in Scotland to wait ou him ; and all those 
who came to visit him were handsomely served with two sorts 
of wine aud two soris of spices, L mean those of a certaip 
rank. 

At last, after staying at Sloys twelve days, he heard that Al- 
phonso, king of Spain, was waging war against the Saracen 
king of Granada. He considered that if he should go thither 
he should employ his time and journey according to the late 
king’s wishes ; and when he should have finished there, he 
would proceed further, to complete that with which he was 
charged. He made sail, therefore, towards Spain, and landed 
first at Valentin, thence Le went straight to the king of Spain, 
who was with his army on the frontiers, being near the Saracen 
king of Granada. It happened, sovn after the arrival of the 
Lord James Douglas, that the king of Spain issued forth into 
the fields, to make his approaches nearer the enemy ; the king 
of Granada did the same; and each king could easily distin- 
guish the othe ’s banners, and they both began to set their 
armies ig array. The Lord James placed bimself and his com- 
paay on one side, to make better work, and a more powerful 
effoit.—WVhen be perceived that the battalions on each side 
were fully arranged, and that of the king of Spain in motion, 
he imagined that they were about to begin the onset; and as 
he always wished to be among the first rather than the last on 
such ovcasions, he and all his company stuck their spurs iato 
their horses, until they were in the midst of the king of Grana- 
da’s battalion, and made a most furious attack on the Saracens, 
He thought that he should be supported by the Spaniards ; 
but iu this he was mistaken, for not one that day followed, his 
example. ‘Tie gallant knight and all his companions were sure 
rouuded by the enemy 5 thcy performed prodigies of valour ; 


but they were of no avail, as they were all killed. [t was a 
great misfortune that they were not assisted by the Spaniards, 
We are informed in a note, which isa quotation from Lord 
Hailes’s Annals of Scotland, that Douglas, in this encounter, 
“ taking frown his neck, the casket which contained the beart 
of Bruce, threw it before him, and cried, “ now pass thou on- 
ward as thou wast wont, and Douglas will follow thee or die !” 
Douglas fell, whilst attempting to rescue Sir William St. Clair 
of Roslyn, who shared his tate. His few surviving companions 
found his body in the field, together with the casket, and reve- 
rently conveyed them to Scotland. The remains ot Douglas 
were interred in the sepulchre of his fathers, in the church of 
Douglas, andthe weary of Bruce was deposited at Melos, 
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King Robert Bruce was but a poor casuist. His vow was a 
conditional one ; if he could finish his wars, &c. His wars 
were not finished. There lay no obligation upon him to go 
and make war against the infidels; nor could it avail any thing 
to send his beart whither his body could not go. Our Henry 
IV. managed his expedition to Jerusalem, in a much better 
way. However, although the king made no positive vow, most 
certain it is, that Lord James Douglas made his majesty an ab- 
solute promise. This promise he never fulfilled. While at 
Sluys, indeed, he seems to have been actuated by prudence, 
and an intention of performing what he had undertaken ; for 
though he lay in that port fortwelve days, he never set foot on 
shore ; but after landing at Valencia, he seems to have dis- 
carded prudence, and to have lost sight of his honourable 
mission ; he joins the king of Spain’s ariny, and madly dashes 
into the midst of the enemy's troops, throwing his poor sove- 
reign’s heart before him, which he had solemnly promised to 
bear to Jerusalem, and deposit in the charch of the Holy Se- 
pulchre. [tis a most singular circumstance, that the casket 
should have been recovered ; and that it was not buried in the 
earth, by the trampling of the horses’ feet on the field of bat- 
tle. We must remeinber, however, that there was no general 
engagement, and that, except the rash Lord James Douglas, 
and his brave followers, who could not in honour desert their 
Jeader, none of the other troops charged the Saracens. And 
thus it happened, afier all, that the embalmed tear: of King 
Robert, through the unpardonable folly of a Douglas, never 
reached Jerusalem. It was brought back to Scotland, and 
was deposited (not even with the king’s body at Dumferline, 
but) at Melros! We cannot but think that it had been wiser in 
the house of Douglas, to have suffered this disgraceful con- 
duct of an ancestor to fall into oblivion, than to perpetuate his 
failure by emblazoning in their arms, or assuming as a crest, 
a crowned heart. But why Mr. W. Scott should call Ellen 
Douglas “ the lady of the bleeding heart,” we cannot say ; and 
we rather thivk, that it will puzzle the metrical :omancer to as- 
sign a good reason for so doing. 

Armorial bearings are certainly of great antiquity, in respect 
to the devices they exhibit as distinctions of persons and 
tribes; but the references they display to achievements is a 
much later appropriation of them. Such reference should be 
at least founded in fact, true, and unimpeachable ; but what 
achievement wortliy of distinction of immortal renown, as im- 
plied in this assumption, .was really performed by this cou- 
rageous Scottish knight, could only be discernable to the he- 
yald who for weighty reasons first blazoned it in addition to 
the former arms of this valiant house. 
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CAPTAIN FANE. 


HIS young gallant commander, who, in December last, 

was captured at Palamos, in the Mediterranean, while 
directing the destruction of the enemy’s vessels, through the 
rash advance of his men from their post on the hill, is treated, 
we understand, in France, with all the respect that is due to 
his rank and professional reputation; buat he has a farther 
claim to their consideration, of which, probably, the French 
government are not aware, us appears from the following state- 
ment, by the Rev. Mr. Williams, chaplain of bis majesty’s ship 
Sea-Horse :— 

« The next day, September 2, 1798, the Emerald, Captain 
Waller, made a signal for a sail bearing E. by S. we accor- 
dingiy gave chace, and off the Tower of Arabs saw a cutter 
standing towards the shore; the Emerald fired several shots 
to bring her to, but she persisted, and at length run a-ground 
a little to the west of the Towerof Murabon. Our boats and 
those of the Emerald were sent to bring her off; the French 
in the mean time made good their landing, but a high surf 
soon destroyed the cutter. At this moment nothing was to 
be seen but barren uncultivated sands, as far as the eye could 
reach; but ina short time we descried several Arabs, both foot 
aud horse, rapidly advancing ; the French perceived their er- 
ror too late, but some were so fortunate as to get on board our 
boats, which pulled towards the shore, in hopes of saving 
their unfortunate enemy. Mr. Fane, a midshipman, (now 
Captain Fone) from the Emerald, with a noble spirit of huma- 
nity, swam through the high surf to the shore, having a rope 
in his hand, by which the French captain and four seamen 
happily were saved, From them we learned that she was the 
cutter L’Anemoue, of 4 guns, and 60 men, Citizen Garbon, 
commander, naving on board General Carmin, and Captain 
Valette, aid-de-camp to General Buonaparte, also a courier 
with dispatches from ‘Toulon,and a purty of soldiers; that the 
cutter sailed from Toulon on the 17th of July, and touched at 
Malta, from which place she liad takea her departure six days, 
Finding there was no possibility of escape from us, the general 
ordered Captain Garbon to run the cutter ashore, who urged 
the dangers of a high sutf, and the numerous hordes of wild 
Arabs that infested the coast; the general suid he would cut 
his way through them to Alexandria, which was not more than 
two or three leagues off. No sooner, however, had he landed, 
but the Bedouins (who ’till this time were in ambush behind 
the sand tills) began to shew themselves ; dismay aod terror 
seized on ail, nor could we behoid their distress without come 
miseration, although they bad so entirely brought it upon 
themselyes by refusing to surrender to us, and had fired on our 
boats 
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boats when escape was no longer in their power; our peop le 
approached then as vear as the breakers would permit, and 
were repeatedly hailed. by the French to be taken on board; 
but only Captain. G. and four mea were brought off. We 
saw many oflicers and wen stripped, several were murdered in 
cold blood, and apparently without any canse, and anong them 
the unfortunate general and aide-de-camp, who, on their knees, 
intreated for mercy. An Arab, on horseback, vnslung his 
carbine, and fired at the general, but the shot missing him, 
killed the. aide-de-camp immediately behind him ; he then 
fired a pistol at the general, who instantly fell, The courier 
also, who endeavoured to escape, was pursued and murdered, 
and an Arab, who got possession of his dispatches, instantly 
rode away with them.” 

Should the above interesting detail become known to the 
French government, or those in authority under it, such an 
beroic act of humanity towards an enemy from a British mid- 
shipman, cannot appeal unavailingly on behalf of that ofhicer, 
now a British commander, who, by the fortune of war, is be- 
come a@ captive. 





INTERESTING TRLIL, 


COURT of KING’s BENCH, February, 19. 
SATCHWELL ?. BINGHAM. 


6 enn Was an action to recover damages for stabbing the 
plaintull’ sdog ; towhich the defendant had plead: 4. that 
the plaintifl’s s dog was at large aud unmugzzled, and that it at- 
tacked his dog, and to save the life of bis own dog, be stabbed 
the plaintiit’s dog. 

Mr. Jekyll having stated the case, it was proved in evidence 
as follows :—The plaintiff is page to the prince regent, an:! lives 
at Five Fields, Chelsea ; his wife has the washing of the linea 
of Carlton-house, and the dog in question was a fine large 
Newfoundland dog, described to be a dog of the best temper 
and manner, and particularly useful to his wmaster, as a watch 
for the linen. QOuthe moining of bis death he went out with 
Sarah Lock, the maid, when the defeadant, who lived next 
door but one, came upto her,and said he would stab their 
dog ; she did not uch attend to him, but she saw him draw 
a bayonet from under his coat, and stab the dog twice. He 
then wiped the bayonet, and ran, int v his father’s house. At 
Yhat time the dog was not attacking the defendant’s dog, but 
the two dogs were suarling at each other. This was corrobo- 
rated 
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rated by another witness, who was passing by, and a third 
stated that the defendant liad told him’a fortnigit before ‘that 
he would stab the plaintiff's dog with his bayonet. The de- 
fendant was . member of the St. James's corps of volunteers, 

For the defendant three witnesses were called, who stated 
that the dogs were qui arrelling, and that the plaintiff’s dog had 
throwa the other under bin, ‘avd held him by the throat. 

Lord Ellenborough, in summing up, spoke of the conduct 
of the defendant with great indignation. He trusted, that 
when the circumstanees of this Case were public, the corps to 
which he belonged would take from him the bayonet'which he 
Was unworthy to wear. A man who could so coudact himself, 
ought not to be trusted with a weapon, or suffered to associate 
with brave men, either regulars or volunteers. Little could be 
expected from the weapon in the hands of such a ttn against 
the enemies of the country, who could so basely, cruelly , and 
wantonly atiack an inotiensive avimal. He hoped! ‘his com- 
rades in arms would think him uaworthy the honour of bear- 
ing arms in their society. With respect to the damages, he 
advised the jury to give the full value of the animal, taking 
into censideration its use to the owner, but not‘to be excessive 
in that estimate. 

Verdict for the plaintiff, damages 241. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH, February 20. 
THE KING 0. WITHEW AND OTHERS. 


THIS was an indictmeut against William Withew, Festus 
Phillips, and four others, for an assault and trespass commiied 
inthe house of J. Gopeland, a farmer, at Edmonton. 

Mr. Topping, as counsel for the prosecutor, stated the cir- 
cumstances of the case, which were, that a Mr. Draper, an 
attorney, having obtained a verdict against Copeland, the pro- 
secutor, for 761. and upwards, sued out a fi ri facias, which he 
put into the hands of Withew and Phillips, the sheriff's ofii- 
eers, to be executed. With this writ they atrempted exctu- 
tion, but, as the jury well knew, the civil law did not authorize 
the sheriff to break open the outer door of the house; but 
he should prove, in the present instance, that they not only 
broke open the outer door, but assaulted the prosecutor in the 
most brutal manner. The parties to the outrage were Mr. 
Phillips and Mr. Withew, the two sheriff’ s oflicers, tWo persulis 
their followers,a Mr. Fe nthe r, who joined them, aud Mr, Dia- 
per, the plaintiff in the action. 

The prosecutor, Copeland, first gave evidence, and he 
stated, that, being aware of the execution coming, he kept 
Within his house, and withia the outer door; but going vut into 
3) his 
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his garden in the morning, about nine o'clock, he saw several 
men start up who had concealed themselves ; he immediately 
ran back to his house, and got into the door just time enough 
to shut it. They, however, forced open the door, and Phillips 
immediately knocked him down. Two others also fell upon 
him, and beat him, violently, swearing they would murder him, 
His right eye was dreadfully cut, his cheek broke open, and he 
was blind tur four days; and he positively swore that they tore 
the cap off the bolt of the door, and broke the sill; and ‘on 
cross-examination he denied that he had presented auy gun, or 
threatened to shoot Phillips. 

His wife stated that she was in bed, heard the cries of her 
husband, and came down stairs, and saw him lying at the foot 
of the stairs, ull bloody and extended on the floor. They af- 
terwards demanded of her where the lease of the farm was, 
and because she refused to comply, or give the key of the back 
parlour, Feather said he had a key in the heel of his boot, and 
immediately broke open the door with his foot. There was 
no evidence ihat Draper was present, Copeland only saying 
that he thought a man that stood with his back towards him 
was the plaintiff Draper. 

Mr. Garrow, for the defendant, represented the circum- 
stances of the case in a very diflerent view. He stated that 
the officers had a run with the prosecutor, and that Phillips 
and he ran neck and neck, and got into the house together ; 
that prosecutor seized his gun, and levelled it at Phillips, who 
kuocked him down to prevent mischief to himself; and with 
respect to Draper, so far from his being there, he was at his 
house in London at the time. The witness to prove the first 
part, however, totally failed, and the defendants, except Dra- 
per, were all found guilty. 





WOODEN-BRIDGES. 


Bavarian engineer has invented a vew method of con- 
J siructing wooden: bridges, which, for strength and soli- 
dity, promise a duration of several centuries. They are like- 
wise remarkable for the elegance of their form and the width 
of their arches. One consisting of a single arch 200 feet 
wide has been thrown over the river Roth. Avother 286 fect 
wide has been made for a large city. The arches may be so 
constructed as to admit ships of war, or merchant vessels, to 
pass through them, an aperture being made in the centre which 
can be opened and shut at pleasure. The bridges may be taken 
to pieces in two days, if necessary, to stop the progress of an 
enemy, or for any other purpose. 
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DIAMONDS. 


THE value of diamonds has fluctuated with political events 
I during the last quarter of a century. The many emigra- 
tions from France, at the ara of the French revolution, occa- 
sioned arapid and considerable reduction in the value of dia- 
monds, from the immense numbers that were forced into the 
market by the necessity of the emigrants. ‘The counter-revo- 
lution, etiected by Buonaparte, has again raised the value of 
these precious articles of splendid luxury. Such is the de- 
mand arising from the numerous rich presents required by eti- 
quette, from the crowd of regal satellites revolving round theit 
great centre, Buonaparte, that in the principal cities of the 
continent agents are actively employed in buying up jewels of 
every description, but diamonds in particalar. la addition to 
the increase of demand, a diminution in supply adds to their 
scarcity ; for neither from the Brazils, nor the Kast Ludies, has 
there lately been received in Earope the customary supply. 
While diamonds of the first water are eagerly purchased in 
France, and the numerous courts in Germany, stones of infe- 
sior value are readily taken otf at Constantinople, where the 
luxury of the Mussulman rivals that of the ancient possessors 
of Byzantium. fa neo article of expence is the luxury of the 
day in London more brilliantly displayed, than in the superb 
ornament of cut glass, with which the mansions of wealth and 
fashion ave deeurated ; but we are yet, as it should seem, but 
novices in splendid luxury, compared with the fashionables of 
Constantinople, where the girandoles by which they light their 
state apartments are ornamented with jewels, and in the hareass 
of the grane seignior, his vizier, and the great officers of state, 
even with diamonds, ‘This refinement in splendous, surpassing 
even the descriptions ef Lady Mary Wortley Montague, is, 
however, more rational than the infantine amusement of the 
Russian Prince Potemkin, who, to beguile the solitude of re- 
tirement, wus aecustomed to spread forth on a table covered 
with black velvet, the unrivalled collection of diamonds and 
other precious stoues of which he was possessed. In the fan- 
cifuland various arrangewents of these banbles, would this 
semi-barbarian pass Whole evenings. A letter from Frankfort 
of recent date, quotes diamonds of the finest water, at more 
than 12). sterling per carat. 
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APRIL FOOLS, 





by SPaCTING the strange but favourite custom, that of 
‘ 


‘ making April Fools,” Lord Valentia observes that nearly 


asimilar practice prevails, at a peculiar season, among the na- 
tives of Hindostan 
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A CHARADE, by W. Prior, of Hintom St. Georve 


E. bards of fame, a mountain name, 
And next a spot you must expound ; 
These parts combine, and you'll define 
An ancient poet much renown’d. 


4 CHARADE, by T. Sher-will, of Plympton Seminary. 


AGACIOUS youths, you’lk first describe 
One of the well-known shelly tribe ; 

In yonder wood my next is seen, 

And is well-known to you I ween: 

Cement the parts, then will appear 

A pleasant place in Devonshire. 




















4 CHARADE, by ¥. Chapple, of Coldridge, 


Y first in winter makes good cheer, 
Conjointly with some good old beer ; 
The miser has my next I’m sure, 
To keep his hoarded wealth secure. 
Oh inay my whole soon uscless be, 
And the world live in unity ! 








4 REBUS, éy T, Byrt, of Shepton, 
A article, ye bards of fame, 


I'd have you first discover; 
Sguemoen you'll please to name, 
‘ement it to the other. 





Kind reader, do not think it strange, 
Whar I do here propose, 

For you will find my pleasing whole 
Beneath my very nose. 


—_— 











fn ENIGMA, by W.Bickbam, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton. 


ea spring, resplendent queen, 
Arrays the fields and meadows green, 
And decks the gay parterre ; 
Fre I thro’ nature’s paths do stray, 
Or thro’ the air do wing my way 
Across the hemisphere ; 
But should there be a dismal cloud, 
And thunders still are rattling loud, 
Immediately I’m gone; 
No luscious sweets can I inhale, 
For then my utmost efforts fail, 
When vapours hail the sun ; 
Else ev’ry moment I improve, 
Extracting liquid sweets you love. 
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anagrams. 
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North Petherion, 1811. G. W. JONES. 
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EN GLAN D. 





w= erst the nations did from chaos spring, 

Each petty kingdom, and each trivial isle ; 

When erst sage Neptune took the power of king, 
And reign’d o’er oceans with sarcastic smile. 


He rose the naiads from the imperious deep, 
To name one spot, the favourite of all; 

The naiads rose, and solemnly did sweep 
Upon the billows which surround this ball, 


And view’d it well; its basis was a rock, i? 
Its lands were fertile, and its harbours good ; h 
Its people scar’d not at a warlike shock, 
And where unfurl’d chaste freedom’s banner stood. 


And where the arts and sciences shall shine, 
And commerce hoists ber high imperial sails, 1 
Where o'er its head flew an unruffi’d wind, 1 
Where rested blessings in its hills and vales. 


Then arose Neptune on an Alpine foam, 
In mien majestic, and the naiads’ form, 
In circles and in ceremony roam, 
Around his argent throne, on waves upborne. 


*Tis done, and thrice his trident shook the waves ; 
Thrice call’d for silence in a thund’ring voice, 

Which aw’d the council, and a nod they gave, 
And then proceeded to proclaim his choice, 


*Tis thus determin’d: ALBION is its name; 
Its crest Britannia, liberty its shield ; 

Its arins a lion, and its mantle fame ; 
Its motto ** valour, and the public weal.” 





TO HOPE, 










OME, sweetly-soothing hope! for thou canst raise 

Fach blissful image in the Canes breast ; ie 

Canst calm the anguish’d mourner’s troubled days, d } 1 
And lull the worn-out sufferer to rest. 


Oh! thou hast been my guide for many a day, 
When childhood’s simple, untaught state Fosev'd ; 
Thou wert the blest companion of my way, 
As thro’ each labyrinth of life I rov’d. © 


Oh! leave me not, as I in life advance, 
But still thy visions swect to me display ; 
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And as the heavenly phantoms round me dance, 
Easé itiy foreboding heart of dread dismay. 


Oh! linger with me in the midnight hour, 
And fancy aid, when wearied I repose ; 

As thou wert wofit, Oh @Ver pleasing power ! 
Drown ev’ry Sénse of life's distressful woes. 


But not to me, Oh sweet enchanting hope! 
Thy vivifying power alone extend, 

Sooth ev’ry bosom left with life tocope, _ 
For much does man require so bless’d a friend, 


For in this staté of trial ’tis his doom 
To meet with disappointment, grief, and fear! 
To find himself involv’d in thickest gloom, 
Which thy bright beams can force to disappear. 


Be thou the solaeé of my widow’'d heart, 

Which finds oh carth not one supporting stay ; 
Oh sovth the parent doom’d at last to part 

Froin his sole child in his declining day. 


Inspire the timid, and support the just, 
And lend thy pinions to each heart oppress’d 5 
And as man sinks to mingle with the dust, 
Bring to his view the regions of the bless‘d. 


ELEGY TO MY NATIVE VALE. 





ELIGHTFUL spot! still to my bosoin déar : 
Dear as the stream that oramties round my heart, 
Where nature’s.complicated charms appear, 
Sad was the task from thy sweet scenes to part; 


*T was there the earliest spark I drew, 
First woo’d the muse in the ambrosial grove, 
“yy 
There hail’d the seasons as they rose anew, 
Which call’d my genius forth to sing its love, 


Enckanting vale! still nurtur’d by the Dart, 
Long may thy banks an ample product give! 

May Heaven its blessings to thy sons impart, 
And teach them still in happiness to live ! 


Pourtray’d by fancy sweet thy scenes appear, 
The hill, the dale, the river murm’ring sweet, 
I he bluoming beauties of the vernal y car, 
That Elora strew'd beneath my youthful feet. 


Altho’ I’m doom’d to bid thy scenes adieu 
And brave the frowns of hoary-headed care 
Sull shall my soul filial throb for you, , 
And for thy welfare breathe the fervent pray’r: 


txtend thine arm, thot Great Almighty God! * 
S iby ert the threat’ning ills that may impend! 
Ob shield my kindred, and their lov’ i abode 
For on thy goodne ; 
; on thy goodness all our hopes depend! 
Give them that peace which thou aione canst give, 
And in return our gratitude receive. 
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